CHAPTER XIV
DEVELOPMENT   DURING   THE
PRIMARY  PERIOD
INTRODUCTION
Years six, seven, and eight, which in the conventional
school coincide with grades one, two, and three, are com-
monly called the primary period. This period is primary
in the sense that in these grades beginning reading, begin-
ning writing, and beginning arithmetic are usually intro-
duced in a systematic way. But the kindergarten or the
first grade does not truly witness the first steps in any of
these abilities. The first step in learning to read is taken
when the baby learns to look fixedly at an object. Learning
to distinguish objects, learning the meaning of spoken words,
acquiring an interest in books and stories are preliminary
steps in learning to read. The child who has a good vocabu-
lary of words, the meanings of which have been built by
firsthand experience and patient answering of his preschool
questions, and who is curious to discover for himself the
meaning of those black and white marks in his books which
mother translates into fascinating stories, has been well pre-
pared for beginning reading.
Similarly, the first steps in arithmetic have been taken in
the preschool period when the child has had firsthand experi-
ence in arranging various objects in series, in using pints,
quarts, feet, and inches; in dividing apples or grapes among
his playmates, in bringing five potatoes from the cellar, in
looking up the eggs, and in hundreds of similar experiences
with quantities.
^School success in writing, drawing, and constructive work
depends largely on the motor co-ordination and control
which the child has acquired by scribbling, hammering, and
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